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hydrogen and oxygen there can have been no water. Similarly,
every political fact is the result of a certain combination of
circumstances.   Similar combinations of   circumstances    will
produce similar results everywhere. If we see that in our coun-
try facts are taking place, as they did, for instance, in Russia
during the October Revolution, or somewhere else, we shall
have to ask whether the social background for the happening
of such facts is there or not. If we find that the appropriate
social background is absent in our country, then we must doubt
our own judgment and admit that we have been dreaming, that
we have been creating an ideal world out of imagination. But
usually that is not done.  Wishful thinking, therefore becomes a
revolutionary virtue. To avoid disappointment and frustration,,
desirable developments are imagined. To see ghosts becomes-
the evidence of revolutionary fervour. That way can only lead
to the madhouse.  If we do not want that fate to overtake us,,
we shall have to submit the facts of our experience to the test
of historical possibility, and place before us a perspective of
things which can possibly happen in our country. ^^^^^\
We are living in a given atmosphere. We are not  detached
on-lookers. The atmosphere affects   us. If you stand on the
roadside and  watch an I.N.A. demonstration, subconsciously
your feet move as if marking time. So, you see how, dormant
in every revolutionary,   lies   the   counter-revolutionary. The
atmosphere in which we live is clouding our judgment. Are we
then doomed to be helpless victims of the circumstances ? Is-
there then no way out? There is. We need only remember the-
cardinal principle of the philosophy we profess, viz. Marxism.
Man is the maker of his destiny. But Marxism is not conceived
as a philosophy. It has been degraded to what is called "a
revolutionary technique" to be with the masses, at all cost. The
man, however, must differentiate himself from the masses before
he can be the maker of his destiny. To be radical is to   grasp
the matter by its root. Now, "the root of mankind is man him-
self." That is not my opinion. That is a quotation from Marx.
Intelligence, the ability to control emotion with reason, diffe-
rentiates man from the masses.
While not underestimating the importance of the role emotion
plays in human behaviour, our political practice must be guided '